HUNNY BEE GOOD / SWEET VIRGINIA BEES

SUMMER HIVE MAINTENANCE

SEPARATES THE BEEKEEPERS FROM
THE BEE “HAVERS”

HEALTHY BEES
NOW ARE THE
KEY TO SUCCESS
IN THE COMING
SEASON!

Management /
Treatment
Summer 2018

Healthy
Bee Yard
Spring 2019

SUMMER BEES…
¡ IT’S HOT IN JULY
¡

JULY AND THE BEES: Since the major nectar flow ended late June, the bees will become much more flighty,
searching for nectar which is not as plentiful to find. The bees are beginning the final effort to store up for winter,
searching for final nectar sources. Golden Rod and Aster plants may provide some nectar flow in the fall.

¡

JULY AND THE BEEKEEPER: Continue to check your supers! You'll now be removing and extracting your honey.

¡

Most beekeepers begin to consider the amount of mites within hives during July. Most begin to treat, based upon mite
count/survey results. However, no treatments can be administered in a hive while supers are on. This could contaminate
the honey with chemical residue. If possible, do not use chemicals in your hives but do treat for mites with powdered
sugar. However, it is wise to wait until the last summer nectar flow is over and the honey has been harvested before
treating with powdered sugar. For our part of Virginia, the summer nectar flow ends about the third week of June. If
mites become a problem it will be during the summer and fall months. It is best not to disturb our bees during summer
nectar flows unless there is evidence of extremely heavy mite loads. We do not want any traces of powder sugar to be
added to the honey, so we wait until our honey is harvested in July to begin a treatment program.

¡ Check to see if the colony is honey bound. Raise problem combs and other full combs of honey to the upper brood

chamber, and cease feeding. Never raise eggs or young larvae above the excluder as the bees may rear a queen.

¡

If you have multiple hives, you must be careful not to let a strong hive rob a weak hive. Be careful not to open up the
hive for extended periods as other hives may try to rob the weaker hive while it is opened.

…MAKE ME FEEL FINE! ( SEALS AND CROFTS, 1972 )
¡ AUGUST – HOTTER STILL!!
¡

AUGUST AND THE BEES: The bees are behaving much as they did in July, although the nectar dearth is more
prominent in August. The bees are making a strong effort to store up for winter, searching for final nectar sources,
which are few. Golden Rod and Aster plants may provide some nectar flow.

¡

AUGUST AND THE BEEKEEPER: This is the start of the beekeeper's year! What you do in August will strongly
influence how well your bees do next year, and how well they overwinter. Here's your work list for August:

¡

1) Consider requeening. You don't have to, if your queen has done well. But it is advisable to requeen in August, no
later than September. If you can afford to requeen your hive each year, it would be best to do so. A new queen means a
much younger queen who has stronger pheromones to curtail swarming, and who will be more apt to lay eggs more
efficiently in the spring.

¡

2) Continue to monitor Varroa mite infestation. Promptly take appropriate action to reduce the mite load early in
the fall.

¡

3) Take off all your supers. There is no need for them now, and you will want to tighten up the hive by removing
excess supers.

¡

Check to see if the colony is honey bound. Raise problem combs and other full combs of honey to the upper brood
chamber. Never raise eggs or young larvae above the excluder as the bees may rear a queen.

¡

If you have multiple hives, you must be careful not to let a strong hive rob a weak hive. Be careful not to open up the
hive for extended periods as other hives may attempt to rob the hive while it is opened.

DO YOU REMEMBER ( “SEPTEMBER”, EARTH WIND AND FIRE, 1978 )
¡

SEPTEMBER AND THE BEES: The bees are busy gathering available nectar from Goldenrod and Asters, and other fall-flowering plants. This is their final
opportunity to gather stores before the fall frosts. The queen begins to lay the eggs that will be the workers to carry them through to the next spring, and is
likely in the bottom brood chamber.

¡

SEPTEMBER AND THE BEEKEEPER: September is a continuation of the hive management actions started in August. This is the last month of nearly
uninterrupted flight opportunity for your hives.

¡

This is the time to conduct a thorough inspection before the start of the fall cool temperatures. What you do here will influence the success or failure of
your colonies for the coming winter.

¡

Estimate colony strength:

¡

Combine disease-free, weak colonies with stronger ones.

¡

Note! Exchange or combine equipment from different hives ONLY after establishing that they are free of disease.

¡

Evaluate queen:

¡

Make sure the queen is present. If you do not find her, be sure that you see eggs.

¡

Check several brood combs for brood quality, which is an indicator of queen quality. A good queen will lay a solid brood pattern with few skips. The fewer the
skips, the better the queen. All of the combs need not be good, but most of them should have solid patterns

¡

Requeen as needed. Check for acceptance in 7 days. Consider routine fall requeening.

¡

1) Take off all your supers. There is no need for them now, and you will want to tighten up the hive by removing excess supers.

¡

2) Weigh your hives. This is guess work unless you invest in a hive scale. Find something around the house that weighs around 70 pounds. Lift it up slightly
with one hand. This will give you an idea what 70 pounds feels like. Now, go to your hives and with one hand, slightly lift the back. Only lift it an inch or two
so that you can sense how heavy it feels. It needs to feel around 70 pounds. If not, you will want to start feeding the hive 2:1 sugar water.

¡

Check to see if the colony is honey bound. Raise problem combs and other full combs of honey to the upper brood chamber. Never raise eggs or young
larvae above the excluder as the bees may rear a queen.

¡

Combine disease-free, weak colonies with stronger ones.

¡

Install entrance reducers and mouse guards late in the month of September.

QUESTIONS / DISCUSSION
THANK YOU.

Many THANKS to Northern Neck Beekeepers

